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In Memoriam of Aldona Ciociene 
 
The Danish Nurses’ Organization would like to express our sincere 
condolences on the recent loss of Aldona Ciociene – we remember 
her as a dedicated and impactful founder of the Lithuanian nurses’ or-
ganization. 
 
We had the pleasure of a very close collaboration with Aldona Cio-
ciene during the organizational development project between the Lith-
uanian organization (LSSO) and the Danish Nurses’ Organization 
(DNO) from 1993 until 2001. The purpose of the project was to sup-
port the building of an active and strong trade union for the benefit of 
the nursing development as well as the nurses' recognition, salaries 
and working conditions in Lithuania. The dedication, enthusiasm, and 
passion from Aldona Ciociene were crucial for the project to be a 
great success. 
 
In just a few years, she succeeded to bring together a large part of 
the nurses in LSSO, and the organization was recognized as the 
nurses' voice. Aldona Ciociene was a formidable force in nursing – 
and she saw it as the most important success, that LSSO got a voice 
in health policy in Lithuania. They were given seats on several im-
portant boards and councils, and Aldona Ciociene herself was recog-
nized as the Ministry of Health's nursing expert. 
 
Aldona Ciociene had education as one of her top priorities. LSSO and 
DNO jointly launched an education project with support from the Dan-
ish government and the Lithuanian state. The nursing education was 
to be a new practical-theoretical education - and the first nurses were 
educated in 1999. Aldona Ciociene clearly stated, that the new edu-
cation helped to change not only the profession but to a large extent 
also the nurses' self-perception. The nurses in Lithuania were on their 
way to a new professional identity, recognition, and prestige. 
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Side 2 af 2 

We will always remember Aldona Ciociene as an inspiration to nurses 
around the world. Her courage, enthusiasm, and struggle for nursing 
to be acknowledged as an independent and valuable profession will 
always stand as a shining example of what we can achieve together. 
 
Please accept our deeply condolences on the loss of Aldona Cio-
ciene.  
 
 
With sincere sympathy and respect 
 
 
 
Grete Christensen 
President  
 
 
 

 


